Case Study
SimbaEngine SDK Powers Custom
Connections
Leveraged the industrial strength SimbaEngine SDK to quickly
build a fully compliant ODBC driver.
About the Customer:
A popular on-line travel site with millions of
customers and hundreds of travel partners.

About the Customer:

The company has an existing on premise
solution that uses only Microsoft’s SQL Server
as the database solution. The company wished
to modernize their data infrastructure to
be able to handle an architecture that had a
more heterogeneous data landscape. More
specifically, they wanted the ability to be able
to have other non-Microsoft data sources and
also the ability to locate their databases in a
mixed on-premise and cloud environment.

Key Requirements:
1.

About SimbaEngine ODBC SDK
SimbaEngine ODBC SDK is the easiest
and quickest way to enable ODBC, JDBC,
OLE DB and ADO.NET data access to
both SQL and non-SQL data sources.
Using the SDK, users are able to build
an ODBC driver, JDBC driver, OLE DB
driver and ADO.NET provider for their
application or database in as little as five
days. SimbaEngine ODBC SDK includes
all standards-based data interfaces and
Simba’s SQL Engine in one package at
no extra cost. Learn more at www.simba.
com/drivers/simba-engine-sdk/

2.
3.
4.

The solution needed to provide 100%
backwards compatibility with the existing
solution to allow the legacy applications
to continue to function as if nothing had
changed
Move their data from on-premise to the
cloud and not impact existing applications
Add custom security into the middle tier to
further secure their data
Have the ability to change the underlying
database from SQL Server to another
source without impacting existing
applications

The Solution:

The solution was to build a custom ODBC
driver specific to their needs. An ODBC driver
is quite complex and they were concerned
more with their own specific needs rather than
the intricacies of ODBC and compatibility. The

solution was to leverage the industrial strength
SimbaEngine ODBC SDK to quickly build a
fully compliant ODBC driver where they could
customize specific functionality. Their plan was
a multi-faceted approach:
•
•
•

•

Use the SimbaEngine ODBC SDK, they
built a custom ODBC driver to replace the
existing SQL Server ODBC driver.
Add a REST interface to their cloud layer,
where they relocated their SQL Server
instances.
Utilize the SQL Engine in the SimbaEngine
ODBC SDK so the custom ODBC driver
could properly parse the SQL that their
new and legacy applications were issuing
Enable their additional security because
the parts of the driver that talked to the
REST API were completely under the
control of the company.

The Results:

The company now has a high performance,
standards-based custom ODBC driver that
allows their legacy applications to continue to
work while enabling additional functionality
in their data landscape. They were able to add
additional security and scalability by moving
to the cloud and adding a REST layer, while
reducing the dependency on SQL Server by
adding an abstraction layer. This allows them
the freedom to explore other data sources
while allowing their embed- ded BI applications
to work as they always have.

About Simba
Simba Technologies (www.simba.com, @SimbaTech) is the recognized world leader in standards-based data access and
analytics products and solutions for both relational and multi-dimensional data sources. Simba provides data connectivity
solutions to many of the world’s leading companies on various platforms, including Windows, Mac, UNIX, Linux and many
mobile device platforms. Simba’s data connectivity products support multiple interfaces, including ODBC, JDBC, OLE DB,
OLE DB for OLAP (ODBO), XML for Analysis (XMLA), ADO, ADO.NET, ADOMD, and ADOMD.NET.
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